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Fidel Castro

¸ Born into Cuban plantation elite 

¸ Exposed to activist politics while at University of Havana

¸ Advocate of Cuban nationalism, independence and anti-
imperialism

¸ Socialist by ideology, rather than communist

¸ Became dedicated to overthrow of Fulgencia Batista

¸Main allies included Raúl Castro and Ché Guevara



Fulgencia Batista



The Castros and Guevera

http://www.youtube.com


Castro and Revolution

¸ Hoped to be elected to the Cuban Parliament in 1962

¸ Batista canceled elections ɀdriving Castro and others to 
become revolutionaries

¸ 26th July 1953 ɀCastro leads attack on Moncada military 
barracks near Santiago

¸ Fails: Castro and brother Raúl jailed

¸-ÏÖÉÍÉÅÎÔÏ Ψά ÄÅ ÊÕÌÉÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ #ÁÓÔÒÏȭÓ 
revolutionary movement 



Successful Revolution

¸ Castros released from jail

¸Worked for several years to build revolutionary force

¸ Sustained guerilla war waged from Sierra Maestra 
Mountains spreads across island

¸.94 ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔ (ÅÒÂÅÒÔ -ÁÔÔÈÅ×Ó ÃÏÖÅÒÓ ȰÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ 
ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÓ ÎÏÂÌÅ ÒÅÂÅÌÓ

¸ Batista forced to flee January 1, 1959



Rule of Castro

¸ Does not start out as communist but conditions and U.S. 
pressure push Castro to declare socialist revolution and 
later identifies Cuba as communist

¸ Critics of revolution fled or were jailed and sometimes 
killed

¸#ÁÕÓÅÄ ÁÎ ÅØÏÄÕÓ ÏÆ ΧȟΦΦΦÓ ÏÆ #ÕÂÁȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÉÇÈÔÅÓÔ ÔÏ 
flee to the U.S. 

¸ Censorship and suppression of free press soon follow



Troubles with U.S.

¸ U.S. oil companies refuse to sell oil to Cuba

¸ Castro buys from Soviets instead

¸ U.S. refineries in Cuba nationalized for refusing to process 
oil

¸ U.S. cuts off sugar purchases

¸ Cuba seizes all U.S. property

¸ Total embargo (except medicines) by U.S.



Reliance upon Sugar

¸ Castro wanted to diversify and reduce reliance on sugar

¸ But $ from sugar would be needed to diversify

¸ High number of workers needed for sugar harvest would take 
workers away from factories, slowing expansion of new industries

¸)Î ΧίάΩ #ÁÓÔÒÏ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÆÏÒ Á ȰÔÅÎ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÔÏÎȱ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔ ÉÎ ΧίέΦ ÔÏ ÅÁÒÎ 
the money to diversify 

¸4ÈÅ Ȱ9ÅÁÒ ÏÆ $ÅÃÉÓÉÖÅ %ÎÄÅÁÖÏÒȱ

¸ Effort fails but 8.5 million tons stirs pride

¸ Castro played the martyr ɀoffered to resign but crowds say NO

¸Ȱ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÁÍÅ ÂÅ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȦȱ 



Cult of Personality?

¸ Depends upon which historian you believe

¸ Some say yes ɀhis personal appearance in fatigues with 
ragged beard and puffing a cigar was a cultivated image

¸ Viewed as man in control ɀone who could be trusted to 
defend Cuba and the revolution

¸"ÕÔ #ÈïȭÓ ÉÍÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ 
Cuba

¸ What does that mean?


